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BEFORE ME, the undjr

JAMES A. RODGERS. JR., Ph,
deposes and states) ’

1. My name 4s J

signed authority, personally a:ppeared
.5 who, aftaer being . first duly sworn,

A. RODGERS, OR. I am a wWildlife

Biologist with the Florida amé and Preshwater Pish Commission in

Gainasville, Florida.

I re

sived my B.A., from the Univexeity of

South Florida, wmy M.8. in Zo logy from Louisianx-State University,

end my Ph.D. in Blology fron the University of. Scuth Florida.

2. I have condurted research on the behavieor, demo-

graphics and ecology of hexdns and woed storks.



Case Neo,

3, In éon:]uncticon with the Florida Department of
Eavironmental Protectien, FPlbrida Park Serviee, I kiave conducted
resmarch to determine winimup buffer zones that minimize £lushing

of foraging oxr loafing wa f:erbirds from human disturbance in

FPlorida. Our article, "Buffer Zone Distances to Protect Foraging
and lLoafing Wai:erbirds from Human Disturbance in Ploi‘;‘.da", .a copy
of which is att:ached herato, |appeared in WILDLIFE SOCIETY RULLETIN
1987, Vol. 25(1), pp. 139-14f6. We ressarched tha reaction of non-
breeding waterbirds to fouxr types of human disturbances, foot
appronch,‘éll terrain vehiclep, automobile and ocuthoard u'zé;orboat:s.
.d. I hava also cbnducted research into minimum buffexr
zones to protect breeding cglonial waterbirds from human distur-
bance of their high density egting hibits., A <opy of our article,
"Set-Back Distances to Protset Nesting Bird colonies from Human
Disturbance in Florida*, a| copy of which is attached hereto,
appeared in Vol. 9, cpNSERVA‘:ION BIOI:O.GY,_NO. 1, ?ebrt;ary 19‘95 : PP-
89-99. '
5. as a reSt;lt £ our ragsearch, we conclu@ed that a
minimum buffer zone, or set-back distance, of about 100 meters for
| wading bixrxd coleonies, and. 180 meters for mixed tern/skimmer
coloniee, should adequacely'lruffcr the sites wa studied from human

disturbance, caueed by approach of pedestriins and motorboatas, when
the ecolonies axe breeding ox nesting.




6.
watercraft. The study is bei
the previous studies since th
were moving at idle speed
personal watercraft study, w
on a plane at spead and movin
found the personal watexczaf
whare thelr noise ie not tI
flush. 'rhe birds visually &
‘them and see the white spray

and xeact by flughing. A pex

I am eurrentl:

dnd obliquely to the birds.

Caga No,

,y conducting resedreh on Puffer zone

1

distances to protect waterbirds from disturbance by personal

g conducted gomewhat differently than

outboard motorboats in ‘those studies
In the
are opexating the personal- watercxafe

=] them directly at the birds. We have

to be relatively quiet co ‘the point
e factor which causes tha birds to
quire a fast moving oqucelcomi.ng at
bq;ing thrown off by the deep "V* bow

gonal watercraft moving at idle spead

obliquely to the bixds ohculé pmdi.lde the same tlushinq Tregponse as

ern ocutbeard motorbsat.

directly at the birds wivh

Simil

arly, a faot woving motorbeat heading
a deep "V bow throwing white spray

should produce a flushing response sivilar Lo that of a personal

watercraft being operated in

7. Taking into ¢
the flock of any given spec:
e:ér.ra distance as an additi
would be quite mdegquate a;
distance, to protect foragin
the Florida Keys from dietuz

moving at idle ox high spaed

a similar manner. ’

ideration the most sensitive birde in
es of ‘;raterbirda and ‘adding ‘a little
onal maxgin, a distance ¢f 150 yards
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directly.

measured in terms of a buffer
oxr bioclogic bagis which would

protact waterbirds or their |

e, I have reVig

Plorida Xeys National Marxine
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prohibit opexating a vessel
take wading, roeosting or ne

Plorida Keys National Marine
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require a buffer zone of 1200 feet to
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of reaidential shorelines and
areas. Portions of other wil

as no motor, nc access, OF N

. 5. Based on my
experience, I f£ind the sget.
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National Marins Sanctuary, tc
protaect foraging and loafing
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outlined above, a minimum bu"
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sSworn to and aubscrﬁ.bed befo]
this _ /O day of <

M{r Commission Expires:
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