
Minimum Age Requirement to Operate a PWC by State

No age restrictions 
(2 states)

12 years old (9 States)

13 years old (5 states and DC)

14 years old (12 states)

15 years old (3 states)

16 years old (11 states)

16 years old, but 
younger with boater 
education (6 states)

18 years old, but 
younger with boater 
education (2 states)

The Personal Watercraft Industry Association supports a minimum age requirement of 
16 years old to operate a PWC (18 years old to rent)
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Persons under these age requirements may operate PWCs in some states when supervised as specified by law. Updated: 06/29/2009
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